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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER 
SPONSORS

BRONZE 
SPONSORS

MEDIA 
PARTNERS

ACCOMMODATION 
PARTNERS

GATEWAY PARTNER

FESTIVAL 
PARTNERS

LOCAL  
BUSINESS 
PARTNERS

MAJOR 
GRANTS

SUPPORTING 
FUNDERS

Lion Foundation  
Callis Trust  
Creative Communities 
Queenstown Lakes  
District Council

BENEFACTORS
Anonymous, Penny Deans & Andrew Gawith, Kate & Ant Howard, 
George & Kay Horsburgh, Rob & Jean Johnstone, Alison & Peter O’Brien, 
Graeme & Barbara Thompson, Mark & Sally Verbiest, Sir Tim and Prue 
Wallis, Carol Angland & Ross Carrick, Jack Lethbridge Trust, Matt Kenealy 

& Louise Kane, Annis Somerville & Peter Rollo, Peter & Jane Wardell, Peter 
& Fay Robertson, Trevor Scott & Diana McLachlan, Judith & Ian Shawe, 
Max & Laraine Shepherd, Kate & Michael Sidey, Richard & Di Somerville, 
Dame Adrienne Stewart, Ann-Louise Stokes & Shaun Gilbertson

The Pacific Crystal Place is proudly supported by Central Lakes Trust

Lake Wanaka Centre
7pm Friday 16 April

DURATION 70 minutes

TICKETS  
Allocated seating 
$50/$45/$40

Owls Do Cry
Directed by Malia Johnston

Beloved New Zealand author Janet Frame’s landmark novel is 
brought to life on stage by the iconic theatre company Red Leap. 
Filled with fierce heart and visual splendour, Red Leap’s Owls Do 
Cry made its world premiere in Frame’s childhood hometown of 
Öamaru, followed by a sell-out season in Tämaki Makaurau.

Red Leap have taken inspiration from Frame’s rich imagery and 
language to create a multi-disciplinary dreamscape, weaving 
music, song, poetry, dynamic movement and AV to celebrate 
her work. This extraordinary tale is transformed into an exciting 
devised performance through their signature physical and visual 
styles, revealing Frame’s still pertinent insights into society.

Some of Aotearoa’s best creative minds have come together from 
a love of literature to explore and respond to the themes of her 
novel, of resilience through struggle and of living life with open 
hands and hearts. They bring with  
them the treasure of books and  
the pleasure of reading.

“Red Leap Theatre’s 
astonishing, evocative 

tribute to Janet Frame’s 
iconic 1957 novel,  

Owls Do Cry, is sure to 
join the roster of the 
great works of New 

Zealand theatre.” 

- Theatreview

“Red Leap have 
taken Frame’s desire 
for the liberation of 

imagination and fully 
honoured it with their 

work, taking it to a 
place where it need  

not be tamed.” 

- Pantograph Punch

SPONSOR

Red Leap Theatre presents

HARDWARE 
PARTNER

HELARD HOUSE
LIMITED

KNOWLEDGE 
PARTNER

Our 2021 cover colour: Resene Seeker, a light cerulean blue, clear eyed 
and full of fun.
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Lake Wanaka Centre
6pm and 8.30pm  
Monday 12 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
Allocated seating 
$57/$52/$47 

THANKS TO OUR PATRONS
Clare Allison
Sally Angus
Cheryl Baer
Jan Baird & Pamela Yeomans
David & Sue Baker
Judith Bateman & Philip Toomer
Greta Connell
Brian Cooke & Devon Hotop
Sara & Trevor Crawford
Mayford Dawson
Lynne & Ralph Fegan
Charlotte Farrell
Ros Gellatly
John & Marelda Gallaher
Scott & Mary Gilmour
Marieke Hilhorst & John Ombler
Errol & Jan Kelly
Andrew & Karen McLeod
Hetty Van Hale & John Hare
David & Philippa Crawford
Marilyn & Peter Duncan
Norma Dutton & Peter Gregg
Suzanne Ellison
Annabel Elworthy & Prue Wilson
Prof Roger & Carolyn Field
Anna Findlay
Grant Fyfe & Caroline Harker
Bryan & Penny Hutchins
Roger & Mary Gardiner
Pip & Alistair Gillespie
Alan & Kay Gray
Sandy Guy & Brendan Jarvie
Tim Herrick
Anna Hiatt & Jono Robertson
Lyn Hill & John Carter
John Hogg & Jennifer Connolly
Ket & Sandy Hazledine
John & Annabel Holland
Hugh & Mary Holmes
Allen & Joyce Hogan
Alison Hazledine & Ian Howie
Wayne & Jane Hudson
Iguana Films Ltd
Mike & Ali Jameson

Robert Kaplan & Dorothy 
Fennell
Peter King & Lauren Sleeman
Derek Kirke & Lorraine Scott
Marie Lewis & Bryan Lloyd
Doug & Kate Lovell
Rod & Heather Macleod
Fred and Margaret McElrea
Jo & Hamish McGregor
Sandy McKay
Fiona & Matt McPhee
Janet Malloch & Brian Anderson
Julian and Susanne Miles
Rosa & William Miller
Rob Norman & Veronica 
Williams
Leigh & Nicky Overton
Ron & Sue Pynenburg
Barney Rivers & Ruth Siems
Cheryl Robert
Anna & Frank Rowe-Dean
Jerry and Shirl Rowley
Grant & Karen Ruddenklau
Philip & Josie Sanford
Mike & Jane Saunders
Ann & John Scandrett
Diana & Steve Schikker
Simon Telfer & Joanne Shearer
Gill & Ted Simpson
Adam & Annabel Spiers
Janet Sutton
Helen Tait
Ben & Debra Taylor
Meg Taylor
Nev & Bonny Teat
Jill & Allen Voss
Jimmy & Eve Wallace
David & Kate Walton
Diana and John Wattie
Sue Webb
Trevor Williams & Rosemary 
Ahern
Judith Williamson
John & Penny Wilson
Kay Thomson & Nigel Zega

Welcome to the 2021 Festival of Colour, which 
brings the best of arts and ideas from around 
Aotearoa to Wänaka and the Southern Lakes. We 
are proud to have New Zealand’s best little arts 
festival in our community!

WELCOME TO THE FESTIVAL 
Haere mai, nau mai, tauti mai
ki te Hui Kahukura ki Wänaka
Welcome to the Festival of Colour at Wänaka
Tahuna te ururua
Kia tipu whakaritorito
Te tipu o te harakeke
Through the spark of innovation, new growth will spring forth
Kä mihi ki a koutou katoa
Greetings to all 
Aoraki Matatü!
Aoraki stand tall! 
 
Covid has been difficult for us all, so this festival is focussed on 
bringing back some heart and soul, some creative joy. We have lined 
up a huge range of work for our ninth festival, including brand new 
shows which Wänaka audiences will be the first to enjoy, among 
them two new pieces from the Royal New Zealand Ballet, Bullet 
Heart Club’s new show The Hall, and some wonderful local work. 
Our shows are for young and old and everyone in between. Ride 
the wave of music, theatre, dance, visual art, outdoor events and 
Aspiring Conversations. A huge thank you to all of our friends and 
supporters, our sponsors, funders, 
benefactors, patrons, volunteers, 
staff and our local community -  
you make it happen.

Alistair King (Chair) and Philip 
Tremewan (Festival Director) 

Jim Boult, Mayor of the Queenstown Lakes  
District Council

We welcome the Royal New Zealand Ballet back to the Festival with 
two brand new works. So new, that we have just rehearsal shots for 
one, and the other is still to be created at the time of writing. 

Artistic Director Patricia Barker commissioned Loughlan Prior’s 
Ultra Violet for a short season at the Royal Opera House in 
Covent Garden early in 2020, but Covid put paid to the trip. So 
Wänaka gets to be the first audience anywhere to see this work 
exploring how birds and insects see at the ultraviolet end of the 
colour spectrum. Loughlan and composer Claire Cowan picture 
themselves as soaring birds or crawling insects, on a journey 
through the musical landscape to create and discover colours 
beyond the edges of our visible spectrum.

Sarah Foster-Sproull has choreographed for many dance 
companies in New Zealand and overseas. She was Creative 

Ultra Violet / New Work
Royal New Zealand Ballet

SPONSORS

New Zealand’s Choreographic Fellow for 2017-2019 and is 
Choreographer in Residence for the RNZB. The Festival has 
commissioned a new work from her which takes as its starting 
point the theme of mortality, and the autumn season of people’s 
lives. We will tell you more and share some rehearsal photographs 
in February.

Be the first to see the RNZB perform  
these new works by two of our  
most gifted choreographers.

Loughlan Prior works with RNZB dancers on 
Ultra Violet, 2020. Photo by Jeremy Brick.
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PALACE PARTNERS
Many thanks to the following donors who assisted us in buying 
a share of our special venue the Pacific Crystal Palace
Anonymous • John Charrington & Pamela McBride 
Otago Community Trust • FMW Syndicate • The Alpine Group  
Nga Apataki Syndicate  • Verbiest Family
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Lake Wanaka Centre
7pm Tuesday 13 April

DURATION 65 minutes

TICKETS  
Allocated seating 
$50/$45/$40  
$20 Students

Other [chinese]
“Putting people, not performer, centre-stage, this was our 
show of the year.” - Metro Magazine

Real people. Real stories. From the heart.

This show is an award-winning, live documentary theatre project 
that explores the many different ways of being Chinese in Aotearoa. 
You’ll hear from a number of Otago people from a variety of 
backgrounds and ages, about their lives and experiences, and 
discover what it is to be Chinese in our community, here and now. 

This performance is facilitated in real-time by director Alice 
Canton. You will gain raw insight into a range of regional 
and global issues as people offer converging and sometimes 
conflicting perspectives. What is “other” and who makes  
“them”, “us”?

Best Show of 2017 

- Metro Magazine

Excellence Award for Overall Production 

- Auckland Theatre Awards

Hackman Cup for Most Original Production 

- Auckland Theatre Awards

SUPPORTED BY
Bannockburn Hall

6pm Wednesday 14 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 
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Meremere
Rodney Bell and Jol Mulholland 
Directed by Malia Johnston (Movement of the 
Human – MOTH)

Meremere is a powerful, engaging work from an 
exceptional dancer, Rodney Bell | Ngäti Maniapoto. 
It’s a survival story that focuses on Rodney’s time 
living rough on the streets of San Francisco. A 
courageous response to an incredible series of life 
events; an inspirational performance with live music 
from the equally exceptional artist, Jol Mulholland.

A critically acclaimed dancer and performer, 
Rodney is renowned for his physically integrated 
performance. In 2007, Rodney joined AXIS Dance 
Company (USA) as principal dancer for five years. 
Before his return home, Rodney experienced a 
period of homelessness on the streets of San 
Francisco: a life changing experience that inspired 
the creation of Meremere. The show has garnered 
a veritable bouquet of awards.

“This autobiographical, multi-disciplinary 
and life-affirming survival story drew the 
cheering opening night audience to its feet.” 
- Dominion Post

“Meremere is a complex work of art where 
design, AV and lighting play as significant 
a role as story-telling, music and dance.” 
- NZ Herald

Lake Wanaka Centre
7pm Sunday 18 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
Allocated seating 
$50/$45/$40 

Encounters with  
Rodney and Jol
This special event at Bannockburn 
offers the opportunity to meet 
the artists behind Meremere in an 
intimate setting. See them dance, 
hear them play music, and talk 
about how this work was created.
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SUPPORTED BY

PRESENTED BY

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
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Bursting with hysterical clowning, 
acrobatics and wordless hijinks in  
the pursuit of creating art, this  
exceptional feat of storytelling has  
wowed audiences around the  
world for a reason – it’s that funny, 
and that good.

audiences and choirs together in a ceremonious and frank story 
about unconditional love. 

Join the choir! Arrive 1hour before the performance to 
learn an original sacred harp song that will feature in the 
show. Register your interest with  
admin@festivalofcolour.co.nz.

Cast: Timmie Cameron, Serena  
Cotton and Donogh Rees

Supported by Creative New  
Zealand and the British Council. 
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The Hall
“When in doubt, sing loud.”

From playwright Ro Bright and director Kitan Petkovski, the team 
behind the multi-award-winning Kiwi heartbreaker Daffodils, 
comes a new uplifting small-town family story performed with 
the help of a mass choir, with songs composed by Pat Irwin (The 
B-52s, SUSS).

The Greer household is a battlefield, overflowing with ant armies, 
wine gums and decades of hoarded fashion. Alison’s universe is 
centred around caring for her daughter Billie and mother Tup. 
Surrounded by chaos, Billie discovers a YouTube video that sets 
the trio on a mission to find a choir big enough to make Tup’s 
eyes pop. 

Premiering at the Festival of Colour in collaboration with Voices 
Aotearoa and locally-sourced community singers, The Hall brings 

Wanaka Community 
Hub
7pm Thursday 15  
and Friday 16 April

Bannockburn Hall
7pm Saturday 17 April

DURATION 70 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 

SPONSOR
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The Artist
Thom Monckton and Circo Aereo 
Presented by A Mulled Whine

International circus sensation Thomas Monckton is back with 
his latest and greatest solo show, a physical theatre comedy 
masterpiece about a nutty painter with an almighty creative block.

The follow-up to his worldwide smash hit The Pianist (we had to 
programme extra shows in Wänaka to meet the demand), The 
Artist is a hilarious and endlessly appealing story without words 
for comedy lovers, pranksters and the struggling artiste in all of us. 

Lake Wanaka Centre
12 noon and 7pm 
Saturday 17 April

DURATION 55 minutes,  
no interval

TICKETS  
Allocated seating 
$50/$45/$40  
$20 Students

SPONSOR

“Stomach muscle-achingly funny.” 

- The Scotsman

“Monckton is back with another masterful display 
of the art of wordlessly eliciting laughter.” 

- The Times

Photo: Antti Saukko
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from the wizards of shadowplay 
who brought us the award-winning 
The Bookbinder.

Recommended for ages 7+ 
Contains references to death  
and grief
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Hawea Flat Hall
6pm Wednesday 14 April
6pm & 8.30pm, Thursday 
15 April

DURATION 50 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 Adults, $20 Students
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Hawea Flat Hall
6pm Monday 12 April
6pm & 8.30pm, Tuesday 
13 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 Adults, $20 Students

SPONSORS

Tröll
It’s 1998. Otto is twelve, but online 
he’s thirteen and he’s pretty sure he 
gets away with it. He lives with his 
mum, dad, and sister, along with 
a chain-smoking Icelandic granny, 
and an ancient malevolent troll 
that’s living in the wall.

From Trick of the Light Theatre 
(The Bookbinder, The Road 
That Wasn’t There) comes a lo-fi 
wi-fi fable combining storytelling, 
projection, and puppetry.

Recommended age 10+

“Merging magic realism, 
sharp writing and brilliant 
performances to deliver an 
inspiring work that is both 
comedic and profoundly 
compassionate.

  - FringeFeed (Australia)

“Not one minute of this fine 
little show is wasted. 

- Theatreview

SPONSOR

The Griegol
Trick of the Light Theatre’s new show is an eerie, elegant tale, 
without words, but full of magic and mystery. It’s about death, 
love, grief and monsters. After a girl’s granny passes away, she 
starts to suspect she is being pursued by the smoke demon 
shapeshifter from the old woman’s stories.

In the tradition of Spirited Away and Coraline, The Griegol is a 
mythic, gorgeously rendered dark fantasy for brave children and 
lovers of atmospheric theatre.

Conjuring magic and laughter out of silhouettes, puppetry, live 
music and animation, it’s also yet another storytelling masterclass 

“Trick of the Light manage to conjure a 
truly rare thing; a show about  

magic that actually feels magical.” 

- The Wireless

SPONSOR
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Up and Away
By Cubbin Theatre Company

“A gentle, heart-warming show.” 

- What’s Up Christchurch

“... baby theatre is one such brain-building experience.” 

- The Spinoff

Up and Away is a playful and gentle theatrical performance 
exclusively for babies and their grown-ups. Two performers 
interweave elements of theatre, play and live music in a purpose-
crafted tent, for a small number of attendees. The result is a 
unique theatrical experience to treasure.

This performance has been specifically made for babies that are 
not yet walking.
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Armstrong Room,  
Lake Wanaka Centre
9.30am, 11am and 
12.30pm, Thursday 15 April

DURATION 27 minutes

TICKETS  
$25 Adult + Baby 
$20 Accompanying adult 

“Love, play and the joy of 
discovery are palpable.”
- Backstage, Christchurch

SPONSOR SPONSOR
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Armstrong Room,  
Lake Wanaka Centre
9:30am, 11am and 1pm, 
Wednesday 14 April

DURATION 35 minutes

TICKETS  
$20 Adult 
$5 Child 

Lake Wanaka Centre
7pm Thursday 15 April

DURATION 90 minutes, 
plus 15 minute interval

TICKETS  
Allocated seating  
$50/$45/$40 

SPONSOR

Rants in the Dark
Wellington blogger Emily Writes’ best-selling book takes to the 
stage. Her heartfelt and hilarious writing explores her parenting 
experience, offering comfort and connection to other exhausted 
parents all over the world. Honest, authentic and laugh-out-loud 
funny, the play is full of the things that every parent thinks at 4 
o’clock in the morning, but would rarely be brave enough to say 
out loud.

Emily shot to fame after a rant on her blog received one million 
hits overnight. Celebrate the truth and hilarity of parenthood and 
track the impact of what happened when the blog went viral! 

“Rants in the Dark is a 

laugh-cry, get up in your 

realness, ode to mamas out 

there everywhere.  

Get your tired self along and 

feel heard. Brilliant work!” 

- Litcrawl

“Rants in The Dark is 

a profoundly joyous 

experience – there are belly 

laughs – but the best bits I 

think is when you can hear a 

murmur from the audience.  

You can feel the nods, you 

hear acknowledgment of  

a point, whether wiping at 

an eye or stifling a guffaw, 

the audience moves and 

feels with the words, swept 

up and away due the efforts 

of the performers and the 

care from the writers  

and director.” 

- Off The Tracks

Me and my Nana
A theatre show for preschoolers and their grownups 
By Cubbin Theatre Company

We’re visiting Nana today! What surprises has she got up her 
sleeve? Perhaps a magical stick, some dancing shoes, a special 
ribbon and a duck that goes... moo?

Joyful surprises are discovered alongside tender moments 
between a grandmother and her grandchild as they navigate 
a day together in this theatrical experience made especially for 
preschoolers and their grownups.

This lively story, told with clever props, simple language with 
nostalgic tunes played by live musicians, celebrates the unique 
love children share with their grandparents.

Me and My Nana has been created  
for children aged 1 to 5 and their  
grownups. Everyone is welcome  
to attend.

“Parenting is hard. And awesome. And the best thing ever. And 
it’s a mess of contradictions and we can’t get through it alone. 
Let’s get through it together.”

Adapted for the stage by Mel Dodge,  
Lyndee-Jane Rutherford and  
Bevin Linkhorn.
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A Rain Walk
Created by Andy Field and Beckie Darlington

We invite you to a rain walk – accompanied by the voices of 
children from Wänaka and Melbourne. With their guidance, the 
rainfall will become your own private theatre, a space in which to 
observe, imagine and play.

Everything you need to experience the show is contained within a 
little box. Keep it safe until the weather turns. Then, whether in a 
drizzle or a deluge, alone or with friends or family, we invite you 
to step outside, feel the rain on your face, and think about your 
place in a world that is changing so swiftly around you.

One ticket can be used by a single person or a household of up to 
five people. Each audience member will require a smartphone (or 
MP3 player or iPod) as well as headphones to listen to the show 
as you walk. 

Take your ticket to the Lake Wanaka Centre Box Office any 
time during the festival (April 12-18) to collect your box!

The piece will involve being outside in the rain for approximately 
40 minutes, including around 20 minutes of walking. You can of 
course wear a coat and bring an umbrella!

A Rain Walk is commissioned by the  
Festival of Colour and Melbourne  
Fringe, with ArtPlay and House  
of Muchness.

T
H

E
A

T
R

E

Your neighbourhood
The first rainy day

DURATION 40 minutes

TICKETS  
$20 

SUPPORTED BY
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Armstrong Room,  
Lake Wanaka Centre
3pm Saturday 17 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$20 

SPONSORS

Wanaka Yacht Club
6pm Tuesday 13 and 
Wednesday 14 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$25 

Remote Thoughts
For the last four years, Wanaka teacher Anna Shaw has been 
living and teaching in Wadeye, a remote indigenous community 
in the Northern Territory, SE of Darwin near the Kimberleys. 3,000 
people living at the end of 300km of dirt road.

This solo show explores the complexities of being a whitefella 
having the privilege of dropping into a blackfella community. A 
teacher building relationships with her students  
and the womenfolk. It’s honest, sad and funny.

The piece will be peppered with music and songs  
and interview clips. Join Anna on  
her journey for the premiere season  
of this piece. 

Hello Darkness
An adaptation of the Peter Wells book by Victor Rodger. Read by 
Roy Ward.

Peter Wells wrote many books, made movies, and co-founded 
the Auckland Writers Festival and the Same Same But Different 
LGBTQI+ Writers Festival.

After he was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2018, he wrote a 
series of powerful posts on Facebook which were collated in the 
book Hello Darkness, published shortly before his death.

Playwright Victor Rodger is turning Peter’s meditations on death 
and life into a powerful solo theatre show. 

Listen as actor Roy Ward takes us  
into the script and into both the  
darkness and light. 

#thatwānakatour
As you set out for Wänaka, hope that the journey’s a good one. 

Join tour guide Pete and driver Constantine on #thatwänakatour, 
a fun-filled trip like no other you’ve taken, from our coach on the 
shores of Lake Wänaka. Enjoy the company of other passengers. 
Follow the correct procedures. Learn some facts. Later, download 
your unique online souvenir of #thatwänakatour when, wise as 
you will have become, you will have understood by then what these 
Wänakas mean. A play by the community, for the community, 
about the community - it’s going to be an interesting ride. 

Dinosaur Park,  
Wanaka Lakefront
4:30pm 13, 14, 15, 16,  
17 and 18 April

DURATION 45 minutes

TICKETS  
$25 Adults, $20 Students 

SPONSORS
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Hawea Flat Hall
7pm Friday 16, Saturday 
17 and Sunday 18 April

DURATION 70 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 Adults 
$20 Senior students 

SPONSOR

Powering the communities of Dunedin,  

Central Otago and Queenstown Lakes.

AURORA ENERGY

Exactly the right amount of theatre magic, real-life adventure, and 
heartwarming dog content.

Set on the salty and smoky coast of Turkey, against the backdrop 
of one of humanity’s oldest and richest oral storytelling traditions, 
Barnaby is on his big OE – and he is coming home with a Turkish 
tale of his own. A spellbindingly inventive retelling of a beautifully 
simple story, one of friendship, adventure, loyalty, and truth.

A Traveller’s Guide to Turkish Dogs is the true story of a mad 
historian, immortal fishermen, and the Mother of Wolves; border 
crossings, buried treasure, and the value of companionship. It’s an 
OE like you’ve never seen or heard, all brought to life by a pack of 
NZ’s most captivating shape-shifting actors.

A Traveller’s Guide to Turkish Dogs
“Heartwarming true story for dog lovers.” 

- The Dominion Post

Specially delightful ending... go see it!!” 

- Audience member

“Pure stage magic. It’s the reason theatre  
can still compete with Netflix.” 

- Regional News
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Pacific Crystal Palace
8:30pm Wednesday  
14 April

DURATION 80 mins  
plus interval

TICKETS  
$40 

M
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Carnivorous Plant Society is a gang made up of New Zealand’s 
most accomplished musicians performing psychedelic jazz. They 
merge filmic soundscapes and lush orchestral pop to sublime 
effect, and band-leader Finn Scholes plays almost every 
instrument under the sun. This is one of our dreamiest live bands 
– they will melt your mind, in a good way!

Presented in association with Arts on Tour NZ

Carnivorous Plant Society
“A shining, uplifting delight.” 

- John Campbell, RNZ
Pacific Crystal Palace
8:30pm Tuesday 13 April

DURATION 80 minutes 
plus interval

TICKETS  
$40 

SPONSOR

The New Blue
Blue Smoke Records is proud to present the song-book of New 
Zealand’s first recording pop star, and the music that influenced her.

In 1949, Pixie Williams gave voice to one of the most enduring 
popular melodies of the twentieth century – ‘Blue Smoke’.

When Pixie moved from Mohaka to Wellington she set her foot 
on the path to a triple platinum hit that made her a household 
name. This was New Zealand’s first wholly made recording, but it 
was a hit overseas too, with covers by a host of international stars 
including Dean Martin.

Pixie was inducted into the New Zealand Music Hall of Fame in 
2019, alongside composer Ruru Karaitiana and musician Jim 
Carter. The three were recognised as Aotearoa’s most formative 
musical figures for the wartime song that started New Zealand’s 
recording industry.

Join music director Riki Gooch and his band with singers Kirsten 
Te Rito, Rachel Fraser and Lisa Tomlins as they bring Pixie’s 
music to life.

SPONSOR

“Music – it’s what keeps you going through good 
times and bad. It kept me sane in the hard times. 
Forget the pills. When you’ve got music in your life – 
you’ll be okay.” 

– Pixie Williams
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Pacific Crystal Palace
8:30pm Thursday 15 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 
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Pacific Crystal Palace
6:30pm Thursday 15 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 

SPONSOR

SPONSOR

Rail Land
Rail Land is an immersive live music 
experience with synthesizers, lights, 
and historic New Zealand Railways 
ephemera. Built around the critically 
acclaimed songs of Anthonie 
Tonnon, Tonnon connects his songs 
with soundscapes and narratives 
to create ‘a journey of the mind’ 
- a history, personal memoir, and 
musical spectacle - an ode to New 
Zealand’s on-off love affair with 
passenger rail.

“Tonnon begins, hands on 
the wheel, then peppers 
his sets with these kooky 
kinetic dramatic segues. 
It’s captivating to watch... 
Imagine if David Byrne 
was born in Dunedin thirty 
years ago, growing up on 
Submarine Bells... He layers 
sounds, turns the audience 
into his percussive backing 
track, dives from synth to 
guitar to keyboard… He’s 
laying out a commentary 
on that future promised by 
yesteryear, where rail was the 
way to go.” 

- The Hook

“Anthonie Tonnon is a historian. Yes, he’s a musician, too – a one-man 
band of electronica, keyboards and a particularly nice 1968 vintage 
Yamaha guitar – he’s repackaging New Zealand’s past into poignant 
indie pop performances to make his audience rethink how, why and 
where we live as Kiwis.”

- The Listener

Estère, aka Empress of Electric Blue Witchhop, is one of our 
finest acts and best kept secrets, opening for the likes of soul 
legends Grace Jones and Erykah Badu. With a flair for exploring 
uninhabited and stunning sonic terrain, Estère weaves her 
velvety vocals, heavy basslines and hooks into a transfixing new 
performance concept.

Her theatrical vision is inspired by the rich territory of mythology 
and shaped by award-winning director Sara Brodie. Into the Belly 

Into the Belly of Capricorn

“Estère’s songs are refreshingly  
quirky and playfully soulful.” 

- Radio 13

“A funny, charming, gracious  
and articulate performer.” 

- The 13th Floor

of Capricorn incorporates a powerhouse band together with fibre 
optics, dance and Jo Kilgour’s lighting to create a contemporary 
show unlike anything else. Unmissable!
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Pacific Crystal Palace
8:30pm Friday 16 April

DURATION 65 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 

SPONSOR
SPONSOR

Tiny Ruins
The songs of Tiny Ruins have been treasured by crowds and critics 
for almost a decade. Hollie Fullbrook and her band span delicate 
folk, lustrous dream pop and ebullient psychedelia.

Born in Bristol and raised in West Auckland, Fullbrook’s debut 
LP was quickly celebrated and she took to the road to tour 
extensively through the UK, Europe and North America – a 
passage repeated many times since.

Second album won Best Alternative Album at the New Zealand 
Music Awards. “An album of quiet, devastating beauty,” wrote 
Pop Matters. 

Third album, Olympic Girls, led Grant Smithies to write: “I had to 
pick my jaw up off the floor. Clustered around more introspective 

“Fullbrook’s hushed yet forceful songs, 
packed with obsessives and resilient 
loners, demand your full attention.” 

- Q Magazine

passages are gnarlier phrases that give her work its buzzy  
voltage: arresting visual images, weird associations, daisy-chains 
of telling detail.”

A group renowned for their electric dynamic live on stage, Tiny 
Ruins have played across countless cities and states with Sharon 
van Etten, Calexico, the Handsome  
Family and more.
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Presented by Aston Rd

Sometimes the songs we fall in love with are not the songs 

their writers intended. And while the language of music may be 

universal, our interpretations can be deeply personal.

Three of Aotearoa’s award-winning songwriters - Mel Parsons, 

Bella Kalolo and Julia Deans - share and celebrate the stories 

behind the true meanings of their songs. In this intimate and 

powerful show they explore how songwriters translate their 

experiences, thoughts and feelings into songs that listeners then 

re-interpret as their own. 

2020 Best Folk Artist Mel Parsons has been performing 

everywhere from festival stages to woolsheds. 

Found in Translation
“Keeping the crowd was a measure of the power and 
intimacy of her performance” 

- Elsewhere

Best Pacific Female artist in 2012 and 2014, Samoan, Tongan and 
Mäori singer-songwriter Bella Kalolo has worked with Mos Def, 
Dave Dobbyn and Chaka Khan.

“Each song is a masterpiece of vocal gymnastics and 
raw, energetic soul.” 

- On Magazine

Julia Deans is quite simply one of our iconic singer-songwriters 
and well-loved by Wänaka audiences!

“Julia Deans razor-sharp voice  
is intoxicating from the  
moment it chimes in.” 

– NZ Herald

Pacific Crystal Palace
8:30pm Saturday 17 April

DURATION 80 minutes 
plus interval

TICKETS  
$40 
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to grow and add depth to his already great songwriting. The 
Chills have a large and loyal cult following around the world 
built on the strength of their recording and live shows in over 40 
countries. There have also been numerous festival appearances 
including Glastonbury UK (1987),  
Primavera Sound in Spain (2016)  
and America’s SXSW (2019). 

0800 662 345 
milfordasset.com

Proudly supporting

When you  
invest your 
money with  
Milford...
You are investing in a New Zealand company who 
invests in global expertise, technology, performance and 
insights, delivering a high level of client satisfaction.

You are investing in a driven team with world-class 
expertise who actively manage your money, making 
insightful investment decisions on your behalf.

You are investing in people who invest their own money 
in the same funds as their clients, so you know they are 
motivated to see you do well because they’re on the 
journey with you.

Let us help you get to where you want to go.

KiwiSaver  
Investment Funds   
Private Wealth & Advice

Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 
Read the relevant Milford Product Disclosure Statement at 

milfordasset.com. Before investing you may wish to seek 
independent financial advice.

The Locals
They both began their music careers in Wänaka. Both shifted 
to Wellington and both have joined and formed new bands 
alongside their university studies.

Former Wanaka local Rosie Spearing has already brought her 
Wellington band Corduroy to play back here, but now she comes 
with her new project Alba Rose (which includes another Wänaka 
local Rory Johns and Queenstown local Rafe Swan). Alba has 
indie-soul, R&B, and indie-pop influences and is developing a 
deep body of work encompassing evocative melodies, up-beat 
instrumentation and heart-felt lyricism. 

Lily Rose Shaw’s band plays music that is contemporary, steeped 
in jazz but with a modern, R’n’B flavour. They played last year 
in the Wellington Jazz Collective series and Lily was singled 
out as one of the musicians from the Jazz School that is “really 
shining…a great composer.” She comes with drummer Cory 
Champion, Phoebe Johnson on bass,  
Hector McLachlan on keyboards.

Welcome back to Wänaka.
Pacific Crystal Palace
6pm Saturday 17 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$20 

SPONSOR

Lily Shaw

Pacific Crystal Palace
8:30pm Sunday 18 April

DURATION 70 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 
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SPONSOR

The Chills
Formed in Dunedin in 1980, The Chills won deserved acclaim for 
their early singles including ‘Pink Frost’, ‘I Love My Leather Jacket’ 
and ‘Wet Blanket’, released by legendary New Zealand indie label 
Flying Nun. 

The songwriting skills, vision and determination of frontman 
Martin Phillipps provides continuity in The Chills across the 
decades, through a series of line-up changes and tragedies, many 
international tours and several label changes. The current line-up 
has been in place for longer than most rock bands survive!

Martin’s perseverance is inspirational and his ability to maintain 
a hold on to his vision despite life’s obstacles has enabled him 
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personal experiences on the ice. Conducted by Karen Grylls,  
with elegant direction and choreography by Arts Laureate Sara 
Brodie, Taonga Moana is set to a stunning landscape of projected 
moving images.

This spectacular theatrical event is an ode to the power and 
poetry of oceans – essential, now more than ever, to survival on 
our planet.

This show comes to us straight from  
their high-profile performance at  
Auckland Arts Festival. See them  
in Wänaka!

Lake Wanaka Centre
7pm Wednesday 14 April

DURATION 65 minutes

TICKETS  
Allocated seating 
$50/$45/$40
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Pacific Crystal Palace
2pm Friday 16 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 Adults, $20 Students 

SPONSOR

Dream-pop luminaries French for Rabbits have quietly built a 
reputation for creating ethereal, transcendental music, with 
songwriting that explores the political and the everyday with 
fragility, occasional humour and optimism. Originally from 
Waikuku Beach, the band started as the project of songwriter 
Brooke Singer and guitarist John Fitzgerald before expanding to 
include some talented multi-instrumentalists.

They have toured throughout Europe and the USA supporting 
Agnes Obel, Lorde and Marlon Williams, performing at festivals 
in Iceland and the UK, and at SXSW. Their music has appeared in 
TV series including The Vampire Diaries, and they have gigged in 
unusual locations from a castle in the Swiss Alps to a surf camp in 
Portugal. In Wänaka, the band will perform as a trio, showcasing 
songs from their new record, and  
favourites from their back catalogue  
such as ‘Claimed by the Sea’,  
‘The Other Side’ and ‘Goat’.

French for Rabbits

“Their music’s 
beating heart is 
often shrouded 
by atmospherics 
and mystique, 
and they seem 
to operate under 
the rightful 
assumption that 
a well-placed 
whisper can be 
as powerful as 
dramatically 
belting it out.” 
- Stereogum

“Lovely and 
poignant.”
- Gorilla vs Bear

SUPPORTED BY

Pacific Crystal Palace
11.30am Sunday 18 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$35 Adults, $20 Students 

SPONSOR

ACE Brass
For over a decade, ACE Brass has been bringing world class 
chamber music into the concert halls, schools, and homes of New 
Zealand. They’ve even played at Eden Park before an All Blacks 
test match.

Auckland Chamber Ensemble Brass brings together a wealth 
of experience in solo, orchestral and chamber music. These 
three talented musicians embrace the fascinating and versatile 
repertoire of the brass trio. From Piazzolla to Puccini, you’ll hear 
the trumpet, horn and trombone just sparkle.

Crucial to the trio’s success has been its diversity of repertoire and 
its members virtuosic skills as soloists. They succeed in bringing 
the brass from the back of the orchestra to the centre stage.

Aotearoa’s outstanding national chamber choir, Voices New 
Zealand, presents a breathtaking musical and visual homage to 
the beauty and vulnerability of our oceans. 

Celebrating our moana as precious taonga with uplifting music 
from around the globe, this beautiful concert accompanies the 
flight of the kuaka/godwit, from icy northern seas all the way 
down to a fragile sanctuary in Antarctica.

Starting in the north with a new work by eclectic Finnish 
composer Jaakko Mäntyjärvi about the Arctic Ocean, we 
encounter whales, turtles and mysterious serpents on this musical 
journey following the great Mäori navigator Ui-Te-Rangiora on his 
quest to save the oceans. 

Travelling through Latvia, Canada, the US and Indonesia, we 
arrive at a sanctuary, the majestic Antarctic captured in a new 
work by New Zealand’s Warren Maxwell, inspired by his own, 

Taonga Moana: A love letter to the oceans

“Moving, uplifting, and thought-provoking.  
A very special evening of music indeed.” 

- Otago Daily Times

“Impressions.... ranged from full blown 
despair to total joy and delight.” 

- The Hook
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Pacific Crystal Palace
10am Wednesday 14 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 

SPONSOR

New Zealand String Quartet

Celebrating the partnership of music and poetry, the New Zealand 
String Quartet present the world premiere of The Dry Cardrona. 
Based on James K Baxter’s poem and inspired by the Otago 
landscape, the Quartet are joined by percussionist Naoto Segawa 
and narrator Katherine Baxter. Composer Barton Price has been in 
many New Zealand and Australian bands.

Then take a turn and delve into the six wildly different movements 
of Beethoven’s late String Quartet Op. 130. Composed in his 
last years, after his final (Ninth) Symphony, this music represents 
some of Beethoven’s most substantial and deeply felt. Experience 
the magic of Beethoven’s original ending, the Great Fugue, 
which a century after it was written, composer Igor Stravinsky 
called ‘music that will be contemporary forever’. The NZSQ end 
with Beethoven’s revised final movement for Op. 130 – the last 
music he wrote. This is Beethoven’s inimitable soundscape, from 
counterpoint and fugue to the  
passions and complexities  
of Romanticism.

Late Beethoven & 
The Dry Cardrona

Pacific Crystal Palace
12noon Tuesday 13 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$40 

SPONSOR SPONSOR

Silver Stone 
Wood Bone
From one note comes two. From two notes come many. Breath 
sounds, sounds of bone, wood, natural things.

Bridget Douglas is the principal flute player for the New Zealand 
Symphony Orchestra. Alistair Fraser is a player, composer, and 
researcher of ngä taonga puoro – traditional Mäori instruments. 
Together they play gorgeous music specially-commissioned from 
New Zealand’s leading composers. Enjoy the sounds and shapes 
of so many different instruments, like the pütörino, flutes made 
variously of albatross bone or wood; the bull-roarer that’s swung 
through the air; and the percussive sounds of river stones. Com-
poser Gareth Farr says, “I love the ways that the flute and taonga 
püoro can imitate each other - and occupy the same sonic space.”

“Beautiful, haunting, 
beguiling work.” 
- Off the Tracks

Festival opening
Join us at the outdoor stage beside the Lake Wanaka Centre 
next to Bullock Creek for our opening event that includes live 
performance for Te Taki o te Ua / The Sound of Rain, the 
opening of the exhibition Through the Eye of the Lens and an 
invitation to dance down to the lake!

Lake Wanaka Centre outdoor stage
5pm, Sunday 11 April   FREE 

Through the Eye of 
the Lens
A group of young Wänaka students have been exploring climate 
change through the lens of a camera. They workshopped climate 
issues with leading climate scientist Prof Tim Naish then spent a week 
with professional photographers Raymond Sagapolutele and Camilla 
Rutherford. In this free outdoor exhibition, you’ll see a wonderful 
selection of shots taken by the students sharing their views on 
climate change as well as photos from Raymond and Camilla. 

By sharing ideas and working together we can cut global 
emissions and build towards zero by 2050.

Outside Lake Wanaka Centre and Pacific Crystal Palace
Monday 12 to Sunday 18 April   FREE 

IN COLLABORATION WITH 

MAJOR SUPPORTER SUPPORTER 

Windows over Wānaka
Michel Tuffery was a festival regular in our early years. Now he 
returns, as Creative New Zealand’s Senior Pacific Artist, with a 
student project that will change the face of Helwick Street. Watch 
during festival week as his teams of local students transform shop 
windows up and down the street. Michel loves communicating 
through art and brings the same curiosity, energy and creative 
vision to this project as to all his work and his many residencies 
around the world.

Helwick Street shopfronts
Thursday 15 to Sunday 18 April  FREE 
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Mapping the 
Ancestral Landscapes 
of Te Waipounamu
“So we go back to the land, the whenua, and we put the names 
in place because that’s where the history is.” - Trevor Howse

Lakes Wänaka and Häwea are part of an ancestral landscape of 
immense cultural significance to Ngäi Tahu; stories of people 
and events, place names, trails, and mahinga kai (food gathering 
places) are embedded throughout the area.

Many of the region’s original place names, stories and historical 
associations were rendered invisible by the colonial encounter. 
However, in recent years, the Ngäi Tahu Archive team has been 
working with Ngäi Tahu communities to breathe life back into 
the landscapes of Te Waipounamu, by restoring original place 
names, sharing stories of people and place, and making archival 
information available to iwi members and the wider community  
for the first time.

In this session, Takerei Norton, Helen Brown and Sir Tipene 
O’Regan from the Ngäi Tahu Archive team showcase their digital 
atlas, Kä Huru Manu, and other history and memory projects, to 
discuss the Ngäi Tahu people, places,  
and stories of Wänaka and Häwea.
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Pacific Crystal Palace
12 noon Thursday 15 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

In Other Words
Two women writers - Selina Tusitala Marsh and Emily Writes - 
talk about the barriers and the opportunities for other voices in a 
writing tradition which has been so mightily patriarchal  
and European.

Selina Tusitala Marsh was New Zealand’s Poet Laureate in 2017, 
and a year earlier was Commonwealth Poet when she composed 
and performed for the Queen at Westminster Abbey. Dr Marsh is 
of Samoan, Tuvaluan, English and French descent and is a lecturer 
in the English Department at Auckland University. Last year, her 
debut children’s book Mophead: How Your Difference Makes a 
Difference was awarded the Margaret Mahy Book of the Year. 
Her sequel, Mophead Tu: The Queen’s Poem is a hilarious and 
thought-provoking take on colonial histories and one poet’s 
journey to bridge the divide.

Emily Writes is a writer and mother of two. Her best-selling book 
Rants in the Dark has been made into a play which is coming to 
Wänaka for the festival. She writes about the things that every 
parent thinks at 4 o’clock in the morning, and shot to fame after 
a rant on her blog received one million hits overnight. She writes 
regularly and edits for The Spinoff.

SPONSOR

Pacific Crystal Palace
12 noon Wednesday 14 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

Pacific Crystal Palace
9am Friday 16 April

DURATION 45 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

SPONSOR

Fake News 
What’s fake and what is true? Leaders like Trump like to call out 
any critical journalism as “fake news”, but the bigger issue is the 
way fake stories spread, often through social media, and so often 
feed into popular myths. Meanwhile, the New Zealand and global 
media are in upheaval and journalistic standards under fire. Who 
can we turn to to give us the facts, and to dispel lies?

Anna Fifield is the Wellington editor for Stuff and the editor 
of the Dominion Post. Previously, she worked as a foreign 
correspondent for The Washington Post and the Financial Times, 
with postings across Asia and the Middle East. Her book on North 
Korea, The Great Successor: The Secret Rise and Rule of Kim 
Jong Un, was published in 2019.

Paddy Gower has been a journalist for 20 years. He began 
his career at the NZ Herald in Auckland before moving to 
the Parliamentary Press Gallery and Three News. He is now 
Newshub’s National Correspondent,  
covering and breaking stories of  
national significance.

Pacific Crystal Palace
12pm Friday 16 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

Breakfast with Papers
The perfect start to your Festival day kicks off at 9am at the 

Palace. Enjoy coffee and a pastry and a free newspaper as our 

panel discusses the news of the day.

Join Dominion Post editor Anna Fifield and commentator David 
Hall in stimulating conversations about the news of the day and 

the big issues, with copies of the ODT. Whether you’re heading 

to work or strolling along the lakefront, stop by for a coffee and a 

stimulating, completely natural brain booster.
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Pacific Crystal Palace
11am Saturday 17 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

Video installations  

in foyer of Lake  

Wanaka Centre

FREE

Tax is Love
Is tax theft or is it love? A nanny-
state or democratic government 
in action?

Many of us want to pay as little 
as possible yet our panel argues 
that taxes are vital to our society 
– pooling our resources to give us 
schools and hospitals and all the 
myriad services and infrastructure 
that make this country work. 

Lisa Marriott is Professor of Taxation at Victoria University. Her 
research interests include social justice and inequality, and the 
behavioural aspects of taxation. Max Rashbrooke is a journalist, 
author and academic based in Wellington. His books, led by 
the best-selling Inequality: A New Zealand Crisis, have helped 
transform our understanding of income and wealth inequality.

Shamubeel Eaqub is a consultant at Sense Partners. His focus 
is on analytical frameworks to aid economic forecasting, on 
commentary and incisive research into topical areas of economics. 
He has a knack for coining memorable terms: zombie towns, 
generation rent and of course,  
tax is love.

A Careful Revolution
“We have not come here to beg world leaders to care. We have 
come here to let you know that change is coming whether you 
like it or not.” – Greta Thunberg at COP 24 – the UN Climate 
Change Conference in 2018.

The climate crisis is upon us and Parliament will shortly receive 
the first budget from the Climate Commission setting targets 
for lowering emissions and reducing our carbon footprint. But 
when impacts don’t fall equally, how do we have a careful 
climate revolution? And can individual lifestyle changes make any 
difference without change to the systems in the bigger picture?

James Renwick is a climate researcher who studies Southern 
Hemisphere climate variability, and the impacts of climate change 
on the Pacific, New Zealand and the Antarctic. James has been a 
lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) for many years, including the 6th Assessment Report to be 
published in 2021. He was awarded the Prime Minister’s 2018 
prize for Science Communication, and was appointed to the New 
Zealand Climate Change Commission in 2019.

Tamatha Paul was the president of Victoria University’s Student 
Association in 2019 and the same year was elected on to the 
Wellington City Council where she looks at how a major local 
body can work on climate change issues.

David Hall is a researcher with the Policy Observatory at 
Auckland University of Technology. He is the conceptual designer 
of Trees That Count, co-director of Möhio’s Climate Innovation 
Lab, and recently edited a book on  
transitioning to a low-emissions  
world, A Careful Revolution.

Pacific Crystal Palace
1pm Saturday 17 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

Te Taki o te Ua /  
The Sound of Rain
A video installation weaving contemporary dance, waiata, 
taonga püoro, animation, video and soundscape in a powerful 
video landscape addressing the impacts of climate change in Te 
Waipounamu.

A collaboration between choreographer and video artist Louise 
Potiki Bryant, singer and leading player of taonga puoro Ariana 
Tikao, and composer Paddy Free.

Water is vital to us – look after it!

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Pacific Crystal Palace
9am Saturday 17 April

DURATION 60 minutes

TICKETS  
$18 

Participating in  
our democracy
Is it enough just to vote every three years? Can we debate 
issues and policies in depth at other times, and build some sort 
of collective decision-making? And can we make sure we find 
common ground and don’t get polarised like the US? Our three 
speakers all contribute to the quality of national discussions. The 
first two are directors of two of this country’s major public policy 
think-tanks and the third is a major writer on these issues. 

Oliver Hartwich is the Executive Director of The New Zealand 
Initiative. Previously he was a Research Fellow at the Centre for 
Independent Studies in Sydney, the Chief Economist at Policy 
Exchange in London, and an advisor in the UK House of Lords. 
nzinitiative.org.nz/about-us/our-people/oliver-hartwich/

Katherine Errington is the Executive Director of the Helen 
Clark Foundation. Previously she worked as a diplomat in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. You can see the foundation’s 
consultations and reports from the foundation here: helenclark.
foundation/our-impact/

Max Rashbrooke is a journalist, author and academic based in 
Wellington. His book Government for the Public Good, examines 
the failures of market-based reforms and suggests a form of deep 
democracy as the best means to create governments fit for the 
twenty-first century. He has written and spoken about a number 
of forms of participatory democracy that move cities and countries 
past antagonistic stand-offs.  
maxrashbrooke.org.nz
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We are back in school! The Festival of Colour SchoolFest offers 
free and low-cost events for primary, intermediate and secondary 
students. A variety of our performers run workshops and put on 
special performances for students, and we provide tickets for 
school groups to some of our public performances.

Bookings can be made with our schools coordinator Jo Hewson-
Williams – email hewsonwilliamsj@mtaspiring.school.nz to get an 
information pack.

 

ROYAL NEW  
ZEALAND BALLET
RNZB Dance Educator Chloe Bishop 
will be in Wänaka for a week running 
school and community workshops.  
See page 5 for more on the RNZB  
public performances.
 

SELINA TUSITALA MARSH
The former poet laureate workshops haiku with students for the 
Windows over Wänaka project.
 

MICHEL TUFFERY
Michel forms two art squads to work with him on decorating 
shop windows down Helwick Street.
 

BRIDGET DOUGLAS AND  
ALISTAIR FRASER
Flute and taonga puoro workshops.
 

ANTHONIE TONNON
Senior music students – music writing, producing and touring.
 

RED LEAP
Drama and English sessions based around Owls do Cry.
 

ACE BRASS
Performance and workshops.

 

THOMAS MONCKTON
Physical theatre.
 

ROLLICKING ENTERTAINMENT
Introductory sessions to balance, to physical theatre, performance 
and stage combat.
 
There are also performances in our general programme that 
students will enjoy, including:

Theatre: The Artist, The Hall, #thatWänakatour, Tröll, The 
Griegol, Remote Thoughts, A Rain Walk, and for senior students, 
Owls do Cry and A Traveller’s Guide to Turkish Dogs

Dance: Royal New Zealand Ballet

Music: The Locals, French for Rabbits, ACE Brass

Art/Photography: Through the Eye of the Lens, Te Taki o te Ua

Outdoors: Free Street Theatre and The Air Between Us

SUPPORTED BY

STREET THEATRE

SATURDAY 17 APRIL
Bring the kids! Check our website for times and places the 
week before.

Cross the Line
Boy dancer meets girl skater in the skate park but do their friends 
approve? Dancers and skaters may be very different groups, but 
in this performance they come together in their shared dedication 
and passion about their performance skills.

Young local dancers and skaters.

With Emma Vickers, Briony Martin and Wayne Pretty.

Where and when: 10am and again at 11am at Wänaka Skate Park.

 

United Dance Crew
The United Dance Crew are a group of intellectually disabled 
kids, youth and adults. Included in M!NT Charitable Trust’s 
activity programme and a part of Dance Out Loud, these dancers 
work with three amazing young teachers: Millie Cranfield, Bella 
Robertson and Neve Stalker. The crew is the first of its kind in our 
region, enabling those with additional needs to succeed in the 
wonderful world of dance. Watch this incredible group hit the 
streets of Wänaka - you’ll be guaranteed to be grooving along 
with them!

Big Data
When the answer to 
everything is at our 
fingertips, how much 
information is too 
much information? And 
who else has access 
to it? In Big Data, a 
specially-developed app 
whisks you on a journey around town to find where your social 
media data goes – and who is looking after it. Part treasure hunt, 
part mystery; this adventure is filled with challenges and bizarre 
characters from bots right through to the big data boss.

Bring your smartphone and look out for information nearer the 
time! Information is the key to unlock whole other worlds

Rollicking Entertainment
Such great street performers – catch one of the Rollicking 
Entertainment Shows when they hit own on Saturday morning!
 

Insecurity guards
They’ll deal to all your insecurities!

Lockdown Laundry 
/ Love Letters  
and Break-Up Notes
Katja Starke comes to town with 
her trusty old portable typewriter 
to listen to your lockdown 
experiences and write them up to 
share with others.

She also does a fine line in love letters and break-up notes – 
customised for you, and written with integrity, some groovy 
poetry and a sense of fun.
 

ACE brass
This Auckland trio – 
trumpet, horn and 
trombone – will play 
with verve and style 
on a street corner.

The Air Between Us 
A dance between two people in mid-air. Critically-acclaimed 
choreographer Chloe Loftus and award-winning disabled artist 
Rodney Bell perform a captivating outdoor aerial duet mid-
air between trees. Chloe and Rodney – who performs in his 
wheelchair – explore our innate capacity to exist in harmony. 
Circling each other like twin planets and pulled by each other’s 
energy, their partnership celebrates equality and connection.

SUPPORTED BY
SUPPORTED BY SPONSOR
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LWC = Lake Wänaka Centre, PCP = Pacific Crystal Palace, HFH = Hawea Flat Hall, WYC = Wänaka Yacht Club, CBD = Central Wänaka                      WCH = Wänaka Community Hub, BH = Bannockburn Hall, DP = Dinosaur Park, HS = Helwick St, AS = Ardmore St, WSP = Wänaka Skate Park

PAGE

34 Schoolfest    All week      

34 Street Theatre      AS   AS

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS

DANCE

COMEDY 9 The Artist       LWC 12 noon & 7pm   

5 The Royal New Zealand Ballet  LWC 6pm and 8.30pm   
7 Meremere        LWC 7pm 
7 Encounters with Rodney and Jol    BH 6pm 

VISUAL ARTS

29 Festival Opening        LWC 5pm    

29 Windows over Wänaka      HS HS HS HS 
29 Through the Eye of the Lens  LWC & PCP LWC & PCP LWC & PCP LWC & PCP LWC & PCP LWC & PCP LWC & PCP 
33 Te Taki o te Ua  LWC  LWC LWC LWC LWC LWC LWC 

THEATRE 3 Owls Do Cry      LWC 7 pm   
6 Other [chinese]   LWC 7pm  
8  The Hall     WCH 7pm WCH 7pm BH 7pm   
10 Tröll  HFH 6pm  HFH 6pm & 8.30pm  
11  The Griegol    HFH 6pm HFH 6pm & 8.30pm  
12  Me and my Nana    LWC 9.30am & 11am & 1pm 
12  Up and Away     LWC 9.30am, 11am & 12.30pm 
13  Rants in the Dark     LWC 7pm 
14  Remote Thoughts   WYC 6pm WYC 6pm  
14  Hello Darkness      LWC 3pm 
15  #thatwänakatour   DP 4.30pm DP 4.30pm DP 4.30pm DP 4.30pm DP 4.30pm DP 4.30pm 
15  A Rain Walk  Collect from LWC Collect from LWC Collect from LWC Collect from LWC Collect from LWC Collect from LWC Collect from LWC 
17  A Traveller’s Guide to Turkish Dogs      HFH 7pm HFH 7pm HFH 7pm

MUSIC 18 Carnivorous Plant Society   PCP 8.30pm   
19 The New Blue    PCP 8.30pm 
20  Rail Land     PCP 6.30pm  
21 Into the Belly of Capricorn     PCP 8.30pm 
22  Tiny Ruins      PCP 8.30pm   
23 Found in Translation       PCP 8.30pm  
24 The Locals       PCP 6pm  
25 The Chills        PCP 8.30pm  
26 French for Rabbits        PCP 11.30am 
26 ACE Brass      PCP 2pm 
27 Taonga Moana    LWC 7pm 
28 Late Beethoven & The Dry Cardrona   PCP 12 noon 
28 Silver Stone Wood Bone    PCP 10am

30 In Other Words    PCP 12 noon    
30 Mapping the Ancestral Landscapes     PCP 12 noon     
31 Breakfast with Papers      PCP 9am  
31 Fake News      PCP 12 noon 
32 Participating in our democracy       PCP 9am 
32 Tax is Love       PCP 11am  
33 A Careful Revolution       PCP 1pm

ASPIRING
CONVER- 
SATIONS
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VENUE INFORMATION

Lake Wanaka Centre – 89 Ardmore Street, Wänaka

Pacific Crystal Palace – 71 Ardmore Street, Wänaka

Wanaka Yacht Club – Lakeside Road, Wänaka

Wanaka Community Hub – 34 McDougall Street, Wänaka

Hawea Flat Hall – Cnr St Ninians Way & Camphill Road, 
Häwea Flat

Bannockburn Hall – 18 Hall Road, Bannockburn

Wanaka Skate Park – 163 Ardmore Street, Wänaka

Wänaka CBD and Dinosaur Park – Helwick and Ardmore 
Streets, Wänaka

Visit www.festivalofcolour.co.nz to view venue maps.

DRIVE TIMES
Wänaka to Häwea Flat Hall: 20 minutes
Wänaka to Bannockburn Hall: 55 minutes

2

3
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4

TO: 5, 6

7

8

1

2

3
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Lake Wanaka Centre

Pacific Crystal Palace

Wanaka Yacht Club 

Wanaka Community Hub 

To Bannockburn Hall

To Häwea Flat Hall

Wänaka Skate Park 

Dinosaur Park 

WANAKA

Local taxi: Yellow Taxis: 03 443 5555 
and Wana-Taxi 0800 92 62 82 

PARKING
There is free all day parking at Brownston Street carpark 
and four-hour parking at Dungarvon Street carpark.

THE FESTIVAL TEAM

Philip Tremewan – Festival Director

Laura Williamson – General Manager

Anna McConville – Event Manager

Sarah Fox – Artist Liaison

Joanna Hewson-Williams – Schools Coordinator

Katy Macpherson – Ticketing Manager

Lindsey Schofield - Box Office Manager

Sally Woodfield – Publicity Manager

TECHNICAL TEAM  - Supported by Mitre 10 Wanaka

Danny Hones (Technical Director), Emily Hakaraia (Head of 
Sound), Simon Rayner (Head of Lighting & AV), 
Dennis Schwarz, Grenville Craig, Bonnie Burrill, 
Geoff Goss, Clement Fu’a, Nils Melchert, Mo 
Newport, Incline Design (Graphics)

Fiona Rowley – Settlor

Prue Wallis – Patron

TRUSTEES & ADVISORS

Alistair King (Chair)

Mike Toepfer (Deputy Chair)

Trevor Crawford

Penny Deans

Nicola King

Jo McGregor

Fiona McPhee

Annis Somerville

Mark Verbiest

Annabel Wilson
Dennis Schwarz (Technical)

Thank you to the team at 
Stars in Your Eyes for 
loaning us their risers to help 
our audiences see. 

Thanks to Scroggin Café  
for catering the 2021 Festival  
of Colour!

Festival and 
venue styling 
by The Full 
Effect Styling 
Company.

Help keep Wanaka beautiful
Help us to keep Wanaka beautiful and reduce our environmental footprint:
• Don’t print your ticket unless you need to – we can scan them off your smart phone
• Hang up the car keys and walk or cycle into town for the performance
• Bring your reusable coffee cup and enjoy a discounted coffee
• Say no to plastic – bring your own drinks bottle. 

HOW TO BOOK
Festival Box Office Lake Wanaka Centre, 89 Ardmore Street, 
Wanaka, 9305
Opening dates and times for in person ticket sales:
Friday 12 February from 8:30am to 2pm and Saturday 13 February 
from 10am to 2pm. Monday 12 April to Sunday 18 April from 9am.
Or book online or by telephone: festivalofcolour.co.nz ~  
022 484 9669
Contact us: ticketing@festivalofcolour.co.nz – no ticket bookings 
via email!

WHEN TO BOOK
Sponsors, Benefactors and Patrons Bookings:
From Monday 1 February - 7pm
General Bookings:
From Friday 12 February - 8:30am

BOOKING DETAILS
There are no booking fees, only a 3% credit card processing fee.
Your tickets will be emailed to you. Download to your mobile 
device for scanning at the venue.
To do our part environmentally, printed tickets are no longer 
available.
Student tickets require a valid Student Identification Card on entry 
to the performance.

DOOR SALES
Door sale allocations are available for shows not already sold out; 
these tickets will be on sale at the venue 30 minutes prior  
to performance.
 

BOOKING CONDITIONS – IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The Festival of Colour reserves the right to alter without notice the 
advertised schedule of artists, performances or programmes.
Tickets are subject to availability and issued according to the  
best available.
Tickets are non-transferable between performances.
Tickets are non-refundable and cannot be exchanged, except as 
required by law.

Ticket prices include GST. Credit card processing fees of 3% apply.
Performances at the Lake Wanaka Centre are allocated seating. 
All other performances are general admission. Allocated seating 
prices are for A/B/C Reserve seats. Student tickets are available in 
B&C Reserve only.
The use of mobile telephones or other similar devices is not 
permitted during shows. The use of cameras or other recording 
devices is strictly prohibited.
We reserve the right to admit latecomers only at a suitable point 
in the performance.
If a show is cancelled, the ticket price will be refunded only if 
the ticket is returned to the booking office by 18 April 2021. 
Transaction fees are non-refundable.
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, tickets are released for sale in stages:
• Level Two (L2) tickets are released first. If Wanaka returns to  
 Alert Level 2 at Festival time, these tickets remain valid.
• If venue capacity allows, Level One (L1) tickets are then   
 released. If Wanaka is in Alert Level 1 at Festival time, these  
 tickets are valid. If Wanaka returns to Alert Level 2 at Festival  
 time, these tickets will be refunded. Transaction fees are  
 non-refundable.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, there may be further conditions 
and restrictions for the performance. These will be communicated 
via the email address used to purchase the tickets.
We appreciate your patience and understanding as we work 
through the ticket release stages.
View full booking terms and conditions online.
 

TICKET EXCHANGE
We do not offer refunds, but if you find you are unable to attend 
a show, we have a ticket exchange board for buying and selling 
tickets situated in Lake Wanaka Centre from 9 April. Please note 
the Festival of Colour is not responsible for any exchanges made 
between third parties.

ACCESSIBILITY
Disabled access is available for all venues. For further information 
contact the festival office on 03 443 4172. If you require 
assistance to access a festival venue, please contact us in advance.
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BOOK TICKETS NOW! 
festivalofcolour.co.nz 
022 4 TIX NOW (022 4 849 669)

Save the dates now for our next event: 

ASPIRING CONVERSATIONS 

1 - 3 April 2022


